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Wind energy in Europe
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Europe’s wind farms

Source: WindEurope, thewindpower.net



Huge increase in wind capacity coming

EU-27. Source: WindEurope, 2030 & 2050 EC ALLBNK (2030 Impact Assessment)
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Latvia’s capacity increase
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Wind employs 300,000 people

Updated November 2023



370,000
jobs in 

Europe today

600,000
jobs in 

Europe in 
2030

Europe= EU + UK. © MHI Vestas

Employment in wind energy in Europe



€57bn
to Europe’s 

GDP

1 new  turbine 

= 

€16m
to the economy

© Vestas

Economic benefits of wind energy in Europe



How are local communities benefitting from wind?

Taxes

Local community funds

Source: Citizens Democracy

Co-Ownership

Getty Images/iStockphoto, Michael Guttman

Getty Images/iStockphoto

Benefits in kind

Source: Germinal



European Energy projects in 
Lithuania

Source: Rokiskis windfarm

€20,000 
annual community 

support fund



Ripple Energy projects in the UK



Wind energy has no or positive 
impact on tourism

Source: ESCP Business School



Climate change is a big threat to biodiversity



We take additional measures to mitigate impacts during 
the operation of a wind farm

Photo credits: Bioseco; Iberdrola; NRG Systems



Wind farms in forests



Living up to our responsibility

Early, transparent and comprehensive information 
and communication

Highlighting how local communities benefit from 
investments

Engagement of key local actors and activation of 
the local economy
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